
  
 
A word from your editor… 
 The past two months I have tried a little different 
approach to the front page of our newsletter, replacing 
Jennifer Riefenberg’s beautifully designed Chapter nametag 
with photos of fall. This is temporary and Jennifer’s creation 
will soon return.  
 In this edition we will conclude Cynthia McCann’s article on “Rotation Stitching”.  Let me know if you 
enjoyed this featured Guest Contributor as Cynthia has many years of stitching experience and enjoys sharing 
her knowledge in our newsletter.  If there is a positive response I will look for future articles of interest. You 
will also find information for a new and updated publication, now available from a sister ANG Chapter. For 
November’s program, Cynthia Land has planned a fun night full of activities to bring our 2009 meeting year to 
a close.  And check out On the Calendar to see what Cynthia has planned for next year.  
 
 

POT LUCK DINNER ----- GIFT EXCHANGE  -----   
SPECIAL SURPRISE MAKE IT/TAKE IT PROJECT 
 
Judy Obermeyer is once again coordinating a wonderful pot luck dinner for this year’s Holiday 
Party. If you have not yet signed up, please let Judy know the type of dish you’ll be bringing. To 
date she has commitments for:  Main dishes-5 Bread-3    Salads-6    Desserts-4 
 
In addition to the potluck dinner, there is going to be the traditional gift exchange, very simple this 
year:  the first person to arrive at the meeting gets a #1, the second #2, and so on.  When it 
comes time to select a gift, people will choose in order of their arrival. Second, we are going to 
have a very special Make It, Take It project, courtesy of the Board of Directors.  Members need 
only bring the usual stitching supplies, like scissors and needles. This is a very cool project which I 
can almost guarantee no one has seen or done before.  Very exclusive-you won't want to miss this. 
 

YARD SALE ----- This year’s yard sale event was a huge success! Thanks to all 
the participating members, buyers and sellers we had over $500 in sales! Special 
thanks go to Susan Yablans and Terri Dorr as they diligently kept track of all sales 
and the cash! Thank you ladies, it was a great night. Split-sales monies will be 
distributed at the November meeting. 
 

November 2009 
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                       PRESIDENT’S LETTER        
 

    
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

       

Hello! 

Even as I write my last President’s letter for 2009, I know that we still have much more to look 
forward to before we hear that first line of Auld Lang Syne. But I have caught a glimpse of what 
the retailers are hoping the malls look like this holiday shopping season—crowded counters and 
cashiers who just can’t take the money fast enough. For those of you who weren’t able to join 
us at the October chapter meeting garage sale, you missed quite the shopping extravaganza.  

With probably a dozen sellers and twice that many buyers, the fundraiser was a definite 
success! I’ll let our able treasurer, Terri Dorr, fill you in on the details at the November chapter 
meeting, but everyone’s contributions—both sellers and shoppers—made a positive contribution 
to our bottom line. And despite the fact that, “we have money,” it’s always better to be ahead 
instead of behind in these types of matters. My thanks to all of those participated—I promise 
that your Board will ensure that your money is spent wisely. 

Our group isn’t particularly large, so I know that you’re all at least familiar with those who 
represent you and make decisions for the chapter: the Board of Directors. For those of you who 
may not know each of them as well as I have come to over the last years, I have to tell you that 
this is one great group. Every single one is an enthusiastic supporter of the chapter who brings 
creativity and concern to the oversight of chapter activities and finances. 

Elections for the President, First Vice President (Programs), and Secretary of the Board of 
Directors for 2010-2011 will take place in March 2010, and as written in our chapter bylaws, we 
must have a Nominating Committee by the end of our November meeting. I invite anyone who 
would like to participate on the Nominating Committee to call or email me by Thursday, 
November 12. If there are any unfilled seats on the committee by that date, I’ll be contacting 
some of you to ask for your participation. We’ll finalize the membership of the Nominating 
Committee at the November meeting. 

Thanks for your participation in our chapter and, as always, looking forward to seeing you all at 
our next chapter meeting on November 16! 

All the best, 

Jane 

2009 General Meetings  Location       Time 
November 16   Bethany Lutheran Church 6:50 pm Social 
December No Meeting  4500 E. Hampden Avenue 7:00 pm Meeting 
2010 General Meetings Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113 
January 18 
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Historical Tidbits with Julie Storick 
 

30 Years Ago – 1979 
Nov: 
~ Program was a heart shaped pendant by 
Alison Harper. 
~No stitch of the month.    
25 Years Ago - 1984: 
Nov: 
~Program was the Antique Needlework Tools by Susi Kraus. 
~Stitch of the month was the Plaited stitch. 
20 Years Ago - 1989: 
Nov: 
~Program was the Community Service 
Project for the Denver Arts Commission and 
the Convention Center. 
~Stitch of the month was the Fishbone 
stitch. 
 

 
15 Years Ago - 1994: 
Nov: 
~Program was a Banding of Memories 
Sampler from the Needlepointers magazine. 
~No stitch of the month. 
10 Years Ago - 1999: 
Nov: 
~Program was the First Annual Wizard/Santa 
Reunion of finished needlwork. 
~No stitch of the month. 
5 Years Ago - 2004: 
Nov: 
~Program was the potluck and gift exchange 
for the holiday. 
~Stitch of the month was the "Diamonds in 
Winter" Needlepoint pin by Dakota Rodgers.

 

 
 

 

                 
 
We at ANG Chapter, Golden Gate Canvas Workers, are celebrating the 20th anniversary of our 
publication, A Background Stitch Reference Book with price reductions for shop owners and 
needlepoint enthusiasts. Our new retail price is $25.00 including shipping and handling. Order 
today!  

 Background Stitch Reference Book 
 
 Over 130 stitches of varying 

complexity and uses  
 Easy-to-follow black and white 

charts  
 In its 8th printing  
 Endorsed by nationally-known 

teachers  
 Advertised in Needlepoint 

Now  
To order, send check or money order 
(payable to GGCW - ANG) to:  
  
GGCW - ANG 
c/o Mary Pat Carney 
10 McKenzie Court 
Hillsborough, CA  94010 
  
650.342.8864          
marypatc@aol.com 
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Welcome back Cynthia McCann from Windy Meadow, Maryland as she continues to share her secrets for rotation 
stitching.  

Rotation Stitching – Part Two 
 What I have noticed after reading many different blogs is that most needle workers who 

rotate their stitching like to have a variety in their rotation such as several smaller, medium, 
and larger projects to help maintain interest in the projects and in stitching.  The needle worker 
can then have several smaller finishes while they are working on that very large piece.   
      Now look at your progress so far. You have decided your rotation strategy and you have 
grouped your projects into different categories. Now comes the fun part! :-) 
      Begin separating your projects into your categories. Don't worry if one of the piles is a lot 
bigger than the other! Have fun thinking about all of the fun stitching time that you are going 
to have.  Yes, I know this can be difficult and we all get overwhelmed at what we have in our 
stashes, but you'll be surprised at how quickly you will be able to finish up some of these 
projects! :-) 

     As you do this, remove any projects that you have decided that you will never finish 
stitching. These can be set aside to be donated or to be sold. Removing these projects from 
your stash will help you concentrate on what you want to complete and will help reduce your 
stash. You will also have a better knowledge of what projects are in your stash which will help 
you decide if you want to purchase additional canvases.  This may actually help with limiting 
the amount of new projects that you buy if you know that you have so many wonderful projects 
already in your stash.  Okay, this doesn’t usually help me but it’s a thought!  LOL 
     Now that you have your projects separated into categories, you are now going to prioritize 
your projects. Pick out the three that you want to complete first in each category. For the 
medium and large sized projects you might want to pick the top two projects that you want to 
complete first. These should be stored close to your 
stitching area so as you complete a project the next one is right there and ready to be worked.  
Notice that I said “projects that you want to complete first”.  The goal of a stitching rotation is 
to finish a project before replacing it with a new project.  It is not to keep adding projects to 
your stitching list.  :- 
     Now that you've selected your current stitching projects, keeping the other projects in 
their categories, place them in more "long term" storage. Make sure that you do store them by 
category as you don't want to have to go through the sorting process every time you add a new 
project to your rotation as you want to spend your time stitching, not organizing!  You will also 
be able to place newly purchased projects in their respective category so that they can be 
added to the rotation when appropriate. Labeled plastic containers will help with this part of the 
process. Don't worry about the projects that you are putting away as you will be getting to 
them later when it’s their turn in the rotation. They are just being put away temporarily. :-) 
     Pick your first project for each category and place these in or near your stitching area. You 
are now ready to begin your rotation! :-) 
  Have fun and remember that your rotation system is just a tool. If you find that your 
current rotation process is not working for you, then feel free to modify your rotation. For 
example, I've modified my rotation system and added two new categories. One is for "Cross 
Stitch" projects and the other is "Random Projects". I have a lot of cross stitch projects so I 
wanted to add a category for this type of projects. The random project category is for those 
times when every once in a while I like to mix things up by stitching on something outside of 
my normal rotation. There may not be a set project in this category as this category may 
include several different projects.  To prevent these projects from being added to my rotation 
list and expanding my categories, I work through my rotation at least twice before I stitch on  
one of my random projects. 
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      One additional tool that I've added is a simple chart where I've listed on the left side of 
the chart my different categories in a simple table. Because of my busy schedule (working full 
time, wife, and mother of two teenagers)  
 I've found that I can't cycle through my categories one after the other. There are times 
when I'm just too tired to work on a complicated project that night even if it is time for it in my 
rotation. As I work on each category, I make a check mark for that category.  This helps me to 
see where I'm spending a lot of time and where I might need to spend more time.  Since I 
teach needlework to children and teen there are times when I need to spend a lot of time 
prepping materials for those activities. I can then see that I've been spending time on these 
categories (several check marks) and it's time to move back to stitching for me. :-) 
 Please note that I've added a category for planning your next project or organizing 
projects. As you work down through the projects, you will need to select new projects to add to 
the rotation. You are going to find projects that may need more or new fibers (especially since 
we have soooo many new fibers now), or you may want to rethink about how (continued on 
next page) 
you are going to stitch that project. As we develop as stitchers and as we become comfortable 
with new stitches and fibers, we may not want to use the stitches or fibers that we previously 
planned for a project. 
  Also, if you enjoy writing your own stitch guides, allocate time for planning the next 
project. If you don't enjoy writing your own stitch guides, and you decide you need help with a 
project, please consider sending the canvas(s) to a needlepoint shop. Many needlework shops 
will help design a stitch guide for free for a canvas if that canvas was purchased at that shop. 
There are also needlework shops who for a fee, will design a stitch guide and pull fibers for a 
canvas or set of canvases even if they were not purchased through that shop.  If you have a 
set of canvases in a series such as a circus scene or a set of flowers in the same style, I would 
consider sending them all to the same shop so that as they write the stitch guides, they will 
also reuse fibers for the different canvases which would help with the cost of the project. The 
canvases in the series or set will also have the same look and feel. You might also want to 
contact different shops as there may be shops who have already written stitch guides for that 
particular line of canvases. Even though you didn't purchase the canvases through them, they 
may be willing to sell you their stitch guides and the fibers that they used. 
  There are many different needle workers who have blogged about their rotation systems 
and many have labeled these posts. Start with your favorite blogs and search to see if they 
have labeled any posts with organizing, or rotation stitching. If you don't have any favorite 
blogs that you read regularly, you might want to start with my blog. I have several entries 
about my rotation system. In addition, I have links to many other blogs where the needle 
workers "talk" about their rotation system.  My blog is at; http://cyns-stitches.blogspot.com/ 
      You might also want to consider creating a needlework blog.  Since I enjoy reading other 
needlework blogs, I decided to create one of my own.  I’ve found that my blog has actually 
helped me to focus on my rotation stitching as I need to have pictures of projects for my blog!  
You can imagine this conversation with my family, “Not right now as I need to stitch so that I 
have something to post this weekend!”  Well it doesn’t always work, but I try!!!  LOL 
Have fun! 
 
Cynthia, Windy Meadow      July 11, 2008 All rights retained. 
 
Cynthia McCann writes for her own enjoyment and to pass along decades of accumulated knowledge 
gained through her own stitching experience,  as well as teaching others to stitch. Watch for more from  
Cynthia in future issues of the newsletter. 
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REMINDERS! 
Don’t forget to sign up for November’s pot luck! Contact Judy 
Obermeyer for details and to sign up to bring your favorite dish.  
 
There will not be a December newsletter. Deadline for submissions for 
January’s newsletter is December 15. 
 

Upcoming Board Meeting 
7 PM 

November 12, 2009 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Room 209 
 

2009-2010 Board 
President Jane Mailand 
1st Vice Pres., Programs Cynthia Land 
2nd Vice Pres., Membership Abbey Clymer 
Secretary  Mary Mahaffey 
Treasurer Terri Dorr 
Historian Julie Storick 
Hospitality Judy Obermeyer 
Webmaster  Susan Yablans 
Newsletter  Madonna Ousley 
Parliamentarian  Ann Pinfield 
Past President              Susan Yablans 
 
Hostesses:  All Board/Committee Members 
General Meeting Minutes 
www.columbineang.org 
 

*******WANTED******* 
Have you signed up to bring a delectable treat 
to the next meeting? Don’t miss out on a 
chance to show off your culinary skills and/or 
aptitude for finding a great snack at the 
market. Contact Judy Obermeyer to sign up!  
 

  

If you’d like to participate in our Member’s Forum 
won’t you write or call today? Refer to your 
membership roster or email your post to: 
madonnao@msn.com and enter Newsletter in the 
subject line.  We would all love to hear from you! 
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UPCOMING CCC PROGRAMS 

November:    Holiday Party- Pot Luck – Gift Exchange -"Make-it, Take-it” 
Project 

December: No meeting.  Instead, you are invited to participate in an 
exclusive tour of some of the ethnic embroideries and textiles in the collection of the 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science.  There are 2 vacancies left. Date:  December 2, 
Time: 3:30 p.m.  Cost: Suggested donation $5.  Contact Cynthia if you are interested. 

January:  Presentation by a docent from the Denver Museum of Nature and Science of 
ethnic embroidery from around world.  These works of art that we will see and hear described 
are part of the Museum's extensive collection which we will be privileged to learn about.  This 
is a free program. 

February and March:  The very gifted Caela Tyler will be teaching us how 
to make fiber art cards.  These can be very quick to make or very intricate depending on your 
wishes and ideas.  Be sure to take a look at the examples at November's meeting and sign up! 

 
OUT OF TOWN 

JANUARY 2010: Calloway Gardens School of Needle Arts 

MARCH 2010: National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2010 for Embroiderers 

 
Tactile’s 2nd 

Annual Holiday 
Gift Show 

November 13 – 
December 31 
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2009 annual membership dues are $59* 
*($33 National ANG membership and $26** Chapter membership) 
Both national and chapter dues must be current in order to be a member in good standing. 
See detailed information on our website or pick up a brochure at the meeting 
Please bring your check payable to CCC-ANG to the meeting or mail to Abbey 
Clymer whose address can be found in your membership roster. 
 

**IMPORTANT DUES CHANGES! Transition to Once-per-Year 
Membership 
As announced at the July chapter meeting, the Colorado Columbine Chapter of ANG 
has transitioned to a once-per-year membership renewal.  Our transition date was in 
effect starting on October 19, 2009.  Please make sure your “catch up” dues have 
been paid in order to remain a member in good standing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           

 
AREA STITCH GROUPS! The Colorado Columbine Chapter encourages you to join 
a stitch group. There are no programs to follow—it’s just a great time stitching with 
fellow needlepointers outside of a chapter meeting! If you are interested in 
learning more about area stitch groups (there’s one in northwest Denver, 
southwest Denver, and another in southeast Denver), see our website for more 
details or  talk to one of the Board members who can point you in the right 
direction. Or maybe you’d like to start a new stitch group in your neck of the 
woods. 
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL NEEDLEWORK SHOPS 

  ADVERTISER SHOP HOURS 

Creative Needle: M-Tu 10-7, 
W-Th-F-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4 
Diversions: Mon-Sat 10-5:00, 
Closed Sunday 
FanciMats & More: Mon-Sat 
10-4:00Closed Sunday 
Main St. Stitcher’s Garden: 
Mon-Sat 10-6, Closed Sunday 
Needle Nook: Mon-Wed-Thu-Fri 
9:30-4:30 
Ruth’s Stitchery: Mon-Sat 9-6, 
Thu 9-9, Sun 12-5 
 

The onset of winter often signals stitchers to 
stay in and stitch where it’s cozy and warm.  
It’s also that time of year where our local 
merchants may change their hours, host open 
houses or offer special sales and classes.  We 
will try to keep you up to date with our 
advertisers, but for the most current 
announcements please check with your local 
shops.  
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    Colorado Columbine Chapter/ANG  
 
    Address Correction and  
    Forwarding Requested 
 

Dated Material  First Class Mail 
Please do NOT delay! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

www.columbineang.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SHOPS! Be sure to visit our advertisers AND mention that you saw their 
ad in our newsletter. Their shops are filled with items we frequently use, and they are a 
wonderful source for new ideas.  


